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At age 30: 

Mark Twain published his first short story, "Jim Smiley and His Jumping Frog." 
Danish novelist Hans Christian Andersen published his book of fairy tales. 
Nat Turner led a slave rebellion. 

U.S. mariner Moses Rogers made the first ocean steamboat voyage. 

Donald Trump persuaded bankers to lend him $80 million so he could buy the Comn 

Samuel Morse's assistant, Alfred Lewis Vail, devised Morse code. 

Physicist Armand H. L. Fizeau measured the speed of light. 

Dr. Narinder Kapany invented fiber optics and designed a glass gastroscope whic 
the throat for a detailed view of the stomach. 

Hank Williams overdosed on drugs and alcohol. 

Bill Gates was the first person ever to become a billionaire by age 30. 

Earl Vickers started the Dollar Project, in which dollar bills were rubber-stan 
with a reward offered for their safe return. 
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This program and compilation ©2002-2004 The Sound Guy, Inc. 

Send us your own accomplishment(s) or those of other people, famous or not, along with the 
corresponding ages, and we will consider adding them to this page. 



Alas! it is not till time, with 
reckless hand, has torn out 
half the leaves from the Book 
of Human Life, to light the 
fires of passion with, from 
day to day, that man begins to 
see that the leaves which 
remain are few in number. 

— Longfellow, Hyperion, Bk. iv, ch. 8. 

This data was originally intended to be published in a semi-blank book called The Book of 
Your Life. The idea was that there would be a pair of pages for each age; the left-hand pages 
would consist of other people's accomplishments, while the right-hand pages would be 
blank so you could fill in your own achievements. Read the Introduction to The Book of Your 

Life . ( We welcome inquiries from book publishers and literary agents.) 



Go to the Museum of Conceptual Art . 
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